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(54) LOCK SYSTEM 
(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To improve the efficiency of process 
execution by reducing the wasting of a processor at the 
time of lock acquisition. 

CONSTITUTION: When the lock of a lock variable 1 3a 
can not be acquired, the process is set in a spin lock 
state by a spin lock mechanism 16 and when the lock 
can not be acquired even after a specific spin lock time 
spin, a sleep lock mechanism 1 7 sets the process in a 
sleep state. Consequently, the process is put in the 
sleep state unless the iock is obtained for a time 
exceeding the specific spin lock time set in a spin time 
indication field, and the processor is passed to another 
process; when the lock is released from another 
processor relatively early, the iock is acquired since the 
process is in the spin lock state, so that the process can 
be executed. 
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